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, ■M^.S^gLgg^aaBB ^ta ,u<,io iMlcut ,„ in the 

r^ Slir e CD Rad lo In" ■£ ,"f".." T i »» tl» FCC accepted for filing 

Th^j^jn gr . ■■ """ncea satellite receivers blPTo og- 

to **Y slteTII^^fg^ petition 

On Oct. 13, just one week a ff e r 
mhz of spectrum to satellite DAB (Trl.Tr C ° lmiSS10n P ro P° sed allocating 50 
specific application for SduSv ™™ ^ ° Ct> 12) ' At released the 
and responses by Dec. 15. 7 Connnents b V Nov - replies by Dec. 1 

you ^Vc'i^^vTp^oT^S' 1 C ° mPany ' S ^"tion before 
Reynolds . " To put satellite L ahetd of ' S trS Z ^ 
a jump - creates a serious threat to localism " " ^ satellite 

Cannel 1 ; S^^ ^ ? ^ 3 ° 

yeMSpeHfled 3 ^ 0 ?^~^^^^^^^t an as 
service is launched in 1996 repeaters five years after the 

^LMS^^£jS^^Z n T' n the 

rarely avail able in local ,,h^ rock formats ... 

At the same time, the FCC set a D Pf * i * ^ ■ 
comprehensive" proposals to operate ' deadllne for °ther "concrete, 

positions in the S-band (2310-23^ m^z> ^ ^ ° rbital 
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■-nSiS^l^^^g^^Sraa standard gained 
CoKunittee (NRSC) members last T s^J (O iriaSr* 1 ^ 
of car and other AM-FM receivers wij daS'n • * 3 neW 9 ene "tion 

consumer market by mid- T 993 ^"'P^ ^^Bls^ could be in the 
Broadcasters and El«tronif ™ t P ° f National Association of 
a .anuary rJ.XKKSt"* 1 '' ^ 

RBDS will allow radio5 to re cTvTte X t " the makin 9' 

^t j fj ra Hon s_ M d_ J n^^ transmissions (such as station 

CD or cassette^peTatl ^ ' ) RBDS aT^o 1 1 ? emer g enc y alerts (overrIdiHg—\ 
dial in search 0 ? a parUcular format" n d\\ " Z™™" "° ^ the 
Broadcast System andpaglng LchLTogies SUPP ° rt 

of thi^ w \^™ " lead d - ei «t 

application of RBDS to boS SI 5^2 £ h John «••!. "The 

stations may participate." ™ bandS haS assured that all radio 
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FCC TO LAUNCH CABLE 
ENCRYPTION INQUIRY 

Titan Satellite Systems Corp. expects cable TV programers and 
satellite equipment manufacturers and distributors will provide the FCC 
with "significant information regarding current market conditions and 
practices that have blocked competition" in the satellite descrambler 
market, says Titan Vice President Michael Meltzer - former executive for 
General Instrument, supplier of the industry's only descrambler, 
VideoCipher . 

Within two weeks, the FCC is expected to issue a notice of inquiry 
into encryption technology for cable programing, with emphasis on the fact 
that General Instrument remains the only supplier of decoders. 

The inquiry will focus on whether VideoCipher competitors ought to be 
given access to GI ■ s DBS authorization center. Titan co-owns 
VideoCipher-compatible patents and plans to sell its Linkabit descrambler 
for $250, compared with GI ' s $336. Meltzer says Titan, which now enters its 
fourth week of negotiations with cable satellite programers, will test its 
own authorization center by December and go to market by February or March, 
with or without intervention from regulators. 

Whether the FCC has the jurisdiction to take action - such as 
mandating access to GI * s authorization center - will in fact be part of the 
inquiry. Jonathan Levy of the FCC's Office of Plans and Policy emphasized 
the inquiry proposes no rule changes, but said a report on the results will 
surely be passed on to Representatives Ed Markey (D-Mass.) and Tom McMillen 
(D-Md.), who requested the NOI be conducted. 
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